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ness lives, although there is a good deal to be
said in favour of the contention put forward
by Mr, Kirwan and other hon, members that
it an industry is to be assisted through rail-
way policy, it would be useful information to
the country to know what such assistance
costs.

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles:
that course? . .

The COLONTIAL STECRETARY: It would
have jts advantages, but T ean see even unow
that there would be arguments on the other
side. T do net think it necessary that I should
refer to the question of Collie coal. But it
did strike me ns somewhat curious that ome of
the members who threw out a2 good many
reforences to Collie coal should also dwell on
the necessity for doing away as far as pos-
pible with political interference in the mau-
agement and control of the railways. T join
with Mr. Nicholson in deprecating the remarks
made by Mr, Ewing in regard to Mr. Hume.
I have here a file dealing with the question of
apark arresters, and if it were earlier in the
evening, and if I did not feel that I should
be quite unjustified in risking the loss of a
sepporter on thia Bill, a sopporter whom I
ean ill spare, I might be tempted to quote at
some length from the file and satisfy hon,
membera that Mr. Hume has not adopted the
attitnde which has been charged against him.
If I thought that by talking for an hour or
two I could secure the passage of the second
reading of this Bill, T should not grudge the
‘time; but I helieve in always looking at things
a8 in very truth they are, and I realise that
the majority of members are opposed to the
second reading. Consequently I do not pro-
pose to detain the House any longer.

Question (Second reading) put apnd nega-
tived on the voices.

BILLS (2)—DISCHARGED,
1, Government Tramways Act Amendment,
2, Government Electric Works Act Amend-
ment,

Oun motions by the Colonial Secretary,

BILL—VERMIN,

Request for Conference.

Message received from the Assembly re-
questing a conference on the alternative pro-
posed by the Council to No, 7 of the amend-
ments originally made by it to the Vermin
Bill to which the Assembly had disagreed and
notifying that Hen. F. E. 8. Willmott (Hon-
orary Minister}, Hon. T. Walker, and Mr.
Piesse had been appointed managers for the
Assombly at the conference should it be apreed
to.

Hon. C. I, BAXTER (Honorary Minister)
[12.50]: I move—

That in reply to Message No. 23 from
the Legislative Assembly, & Message be trans-
mitted to the Legislative Assembly, agree-
ing to the conference, and that the Honour-
ables V. Hamersley, J. J. Holmes, and the
mover be appointed managers on behalf of
the Legislative Council, and that the con-
ference meet in the President’s room at 7.30
p.m. on Thursday, 19th December.
Question put and passed, and a Message

i Yt b nd bkn +hea A cgaomBlv

Why not follow
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers. .

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice'’ and ‘‘Papers
presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’’]

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—FREEZING
WORKS, WYNDHAM,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon, W. JT.
George—Murray-Wellington) [4.33]: With the
permission of the House I should like to make
3, statement regarding the figures I gave last
night, when dealing with the Loan Estimates,
in respeet of the works equipment and water
supply of the freczing works at Wyndham,
Last night T was relying on memery, but T now
have the exact figures. The actual expenditure
to 30th .June in connection with the works
equipment and water supply was £417,806, and
the expouditure from that date up to yesterday
inctusive has heen £63,614, or a total of £431,-
510. The estimated expenditure from the 1st
July, 1918, to the 30th June, 1919, is £125,818,
of which as I have said, £63,614 hag been
spent, leaving £62,204, which brings the total
up to £543,714, to which has to he added de-
partmental charges amounting to £38,000, giv-
ing a total of £581,714, The total estimated
expenditure on the jetty is £45,000, which
brings the figures up to £626,714. I am not
very sanguine that the expenditure will be kept
within these bounds. ’

RAILWAY PORTER QAKES, SELECT
COMMITTEE’S REPORT.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [4.27] brought
up the report of the select committee appointed
to inquire into the case of Railway Porter
Qakes.

Report received and read.

MOTION—LAND ACTS, COMPILATION.

The PREMIER AND MINISTER FOR
LANDS (Hon. H., B. Lefroy— Moore)
[449]: T move—

That it be resclved and directed that the
Land Act, 1898, with its amendments be com-
piled under the provisions of the Statutes
Compilation Aect, 1905’

In addition to the Land Aect of 1898, there
are 13  amendment measures dealing with land
legislation. The Statutes Compilation Aect of
1905 was passed with a view of meeting the
desire to compile the number of Acts of Par-
liament dealing with one subject, so that those
Acts might be in more convenient form, not
only for hon. members, but alse for the use of

the public and of the legal profession.
So far there have been only two com-
pilations—the  Criminal Code of 1902,
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of this motion is merely to obtain power to
have the compilation made. The compilation
will be made by the Attorney General through
the Crown Law Department, and will then be
taid before both Houses of Parliament, where-
vpon a Statute will be introduced embodying
the various Acts in the compiled form. That:
Statute, subject to the approval of Parliament
replaces the various .Aects compiled.  That,
shortly is the position. No expense is involved,
because the compilation i3 made by the Attor-

" ney General through the Crown Law Depart-

J

ment, When approved by both Houses, the
compilation is printed. No power of amend-
ing the Acts to Lo consolidated is involved in
the passing of this motion.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (3)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1. Ineome Tax,

2. Dividend Dutics Act Amendment.

Without amendment,

3. Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement,

With amendments,

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING ACT
AMENDMENT,

Read a third time and transmitted to Coun-

eil.
BILL—LOAN, £780,000.
All Stages.

Message from the Governor received and
read, recommending appropriation in connee-
tion with the Bill.

Second Reading.

The COLONTIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
Cardiner—Irwin) [4.59]: Tn moving the second
reading of this Lan Bill for an amount of
£780,000, I may say that all the items for
which we require authorisation were passed on
the Loan Bstimates last night. The items are
not for the full amounts shown in the Loan
Bill, beeause it has been customary, almost
since the inception of responsible Government,
to ask for greater authorisations than the
amounts actually proposed to be expended in
the current year. In the First Schedule, ¢‘De-
partmental’’ is set down for £42,000. The
previous authorisation was £1,529,360, and the
credit balance at the 30th June was £18,684.
As this balance ia not sufficient to meet the
estimated expenditere for the year ending on
the 30th June, 1819, s further authorisation of
£42,000 is now required, which will alse be uged
to meet any requirements for the year 1919-20.
Rnilways—additions and improvements to
opened railways, £20,000. The previons authori-
sation under this item was £2,694,863, and the
credit balance at the end of June, 1918,
£140,494. As this amount is about sufficient
to cover the estimated expenditurs to the 31st
Mareh, 1920, it is deemed advisable to obtain
the further aunthorisation of £20,000. Bolgart
extension, £11000: this is required to com-
plete the second section of the railway. The
previous authorisation was for £52,500. Roll-
ing stock, £50,000: the amount previously auth-
orised was £3 452,797 and the credit balance at
30th June, 1918, £41966. The estimated ex-
penditure for 1918-19 is £54,200. The sum of
£60,000 is, therefore, required to cover this

amount and the estimated expenditure to 31st
Maoreh, 1920,  Tramways, Pecth electrie,
£i0,000: the previous authorisation wag
£044,000 and the eredit balance at the 30th
June, 1918, £44467. This amount, together
with the £10,000 asked for, is required to cover
the expenditure for the year 1918-19, and for
the nine months ended 31st March, 1920, Fre-
mantle harbour works, £30,000: the previous
authorisations totalled £1,537,512, and the
credit balance at the 30th June, 1918, was
£42,087. As this latter sum is just about
sufficient to cover the estimated expenditure
to the 30th June, 1918, £30,000 was deemed
neeessary to cover the expenditure for the nine
months ending- $1st March, 1920. Development
of mining, geldfields and mineral resources,
£60,000: the previous authorisations totalled
£242,200, and the credit balance at the 30th
June, 1918, £17,722. As this amount is not
sufficient to cover the estimated expenditure
of £50,000 for the curient financial year, and
the estimated expenditure for the nine months
ended 31st March, 1920, £60,000 is now re-
quired. Ahattoirs, cold storage, ete, £30,000:
the previons authorisations totalled £689,605,
and the eredit balance at the 30th June, 1818,
was £127,806, As this latter sum is not suffi-
cient to cover the estimpted expenditure of
£155,000 required to complete the work, 3 fur-
ther £30,000 is necessary. Land settlament
for soldiers, ete., £400,000: this is a new item
and ig required to cover the following items of
expenditure:—Advances to soldiers (to be re-
couped by the Commonwealth Government),
£150,000; purchase of estates by issne of war
bonds, £100,000; purchase of estates (cash pay-
ments), £60,000; eash advances to soldiers, in
excess of amonnt provided by Commonwealth,
£60,000. - Wyndbam Freezing Works, working
eapital, £100,000: this ia a new item and is
required to cover part of the working capital
for this trading concern. The balance of the
capital, £55000, is being provided in the third
schedule by reappropriations of the credit bal-
ances shown against the items in the second
schedule. The departments tell the Treasurer
which items are not considered neeecssary for
some time and they make the reappropriation.
That is shown in the second schedule. The
Third Schedule shows which works the items
are being reappropriated for. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East TFre-
mantle) [5.5]: Hon. members will note that
the Bill i3 small in comparison with othera
that have preceded it. I wonld like to point
out that the Treasurer in moving the second
reading stated what was required for 1019
onty. T do not know whether it is always ad-
visable, in getting & loan authorisation to con-
fine that authorisation to the amount actually
required in the immediate futnre. On ocea-
sions in the past money has been available at
a fair price when the Government have not heen
able to seize the opportunity of borrowing it
becanse they had no authorisation. I have
seen a Bill for three or four million sterling
go throungh in 24 hours when money was avail-
able at a low rate of interest. Perhaps money
will not be cheap for another 12 months, hut



1732

I maintain that though we cannot afford to
launch out in a large number of undertakings
at the present rate of intorest we bave to pay,
it will be necessary to have the anthorisation to
raise mongy whenever we want to do so to
carry on the development of the State. 1 am
afraid we shall experience some difficulty in
the future and it will be necessary for the
State to take the responsibility in providing
work for a large number of men owing to the
action of the Federal Government in closing
down works in this State and keeping them
going in other parts of Australia, in addition
to the soldiers returning. The Bill, as I stated,
is & small one, and when we are in Committec
I shall agk a question about the proposed ex-
penditure on grain sheds, which heading
appears in the schedule.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Tn Committee, eteetera.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Colonial Treas-
urer in charge of the Bill

Clanses 1 to 6—agreed fo.

Tivst Schednle:

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: TUnder the head-
ing, ‘*Devclopment of Agriculture, £30,000,°’
there appears ‘‘grain sheds,”’” Will the Treas-
urer explain what the meaning of that is?

The COLONTAL TREASURER: This is
merely a hending which bas been there appar-
ently for many ycars past and it has been
lifted from a previous Bill without being
noticed,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN:
to the erection of silos?

The Colonial Treasurer: Oh no,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T do not want any
authorisation for expenditure om bullk hand-
ling to get in by 2 side issue. T want Parlia-
ment to have an opportunity of disenssing, the
question of bulk handling before any expen-
diture ig anthorised. I will acecpt the Treas-
urer’s assurance.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I understand that a
conference was held yesterday on the subjeet
of the freezing works. IYs the Treasurer in
a position to give us any information abeul
it?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The con-
ference which was held yesterday was ad-
journed until to-morrow. The question, how-
ever, has not yet Leen diseunssed by Cabinet.
The position is that the Government are de-
termined that if the secheme we have in view
is not adopted, it is not intended to let the
matter drop altogether., 'With regard to the
appearance of Armour & Co., which was re-
ferred to by an hon. member opposite the
other evening, we have had every evidence
that there is a desire on the part of that firm
to get a footing in Western Australia. Mr.
Birt is the Australian representative,  There
was a Commission sitting in New Zealand
recently and Mr. Birt gave cvidence before
it and stated there that he was the represen-
tative for Armour & Co. in Australin. He
made it clear when giving evidence that it
was the desire of Armour & Co. to get into
Australia, and, as a matter of fact, they are

It does mot apply
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here now. The British Governnient have
warned not ondy Auvstralia bnt all the British
Dominions against letting them in. The posi-
tion in regard to the freezing works is a
diffieult ene. I hope, however, that we shal
reach finality to-morrow with regard to the
scheme which has been outlined in the Press.
I do not say that that is a perfect scheme..
The Minister for Industries and myself,
Megsra, Holmes, Giles, and Cotton, have de-
voted a good deal of time and attention to the
matter and we hope to finalise things to-
morrow. It is obvious that these freezing
works must be put up. We have the expert,
Mr. McGhie, to advise us.  Armour & Co.
wanted to put up the plant and have it ready
by September. Mr. MeGhie said whatever
Armour & Co. conld do we could do,

Pirst schedule put and passed.
Beeond  schedule:

Mr. PICKERING: T notice that the awount
reappropriated for the Busselten jetty exten-
sion is to be £9,104. T wounld like an expla-
nation. The expenditure on this jetty was
appraved and I believe a scheme wag initiated
to the satisfaction of the Minister for Works.
Busselton is wndoubtedly going ahead, but
has been neglected in years past. Tt is time
Justice was now done to it. I resent the
action of the Treasurer in re-appropriating
moneys which were intended to be spent on
the jetty. The Busselton jetty has more than
justified its existence. A guarantee has been
pot up by the Kauri Timber Company that
there shall be no loss on the jetty and I can-
not gee why the Government do not go ahead
with it. I move—

That the item Bussclton jetty extensions,.
£9,104 17s. 9d., be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The jetty
has been repaired and enlarged at different
times. During the regime of the Wilson Gov-
ernment it was decided to spend £15,000 npon
it but later on it was deemed to be necessary
to hang the matter up for a while. Captain
Dodd pointed ont that instead of taking the
jetty out farther it would be better to widen
it a little and make some alterations in regard
to sidings., Circumstances havé prevented this
from being done. I bope in o month or two
to pay a visit to Busselton when I will under-
take to sec what can be done.

Hon., J. MITCHELL: In order to utilise
the jetty for the export of timber it is neees- *
sary to carry the jetty out into deeper watar
so that the vessels may get alongside. If this
vote is allowed to remain here the Minister
for Works will have no monev to spend on
the jetty when he goes to Busselton, There is
a danger of Busselton losing the trade to
which it is rightly entitled, unless the jetty
is extended as required.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At presont
we have all the work we can do to kecp the
men employed who are engaged by the Pub-
lic Works Department. If we had the money
we could not go on with the works. We shall
have to “wait until next session, when it is
hoped to find the necessary momey. In the
meantime, the money is required elsewhern.
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Mr. PICKERING: The money should be
retained for this work. There are many luwp-
ers in my electorate who are dependent on tlie
work they get from the jetty. There are some
40 or 50 altogether.

Mr. Jones: They have all gone to Bun-
bury.

Mr. PICKERING: T resent the attitude of
the Government in cutting out this money,

Amendment put and negatived.

Second Schedule put and passed.

Third Schedule:

Mr. PICKERING: I should like seme in-
formation upon the item ‘‘Shipbuilding ad-
vance, £1,000,7’

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The
amount was put down in gonnection with
preliminary inquiries with regard to ship-
building in this State. It was an amount set
aside from the £30,000, which it was expected
might have to be advanced in order to give
the company a ehance of success. This par-
tienlar amouni should come out of revenue
and not out of loan, and will be transferred.

Mr. MUNSIE: We¢ were given to under-
stand by the Treasurer in conneetion with
ghip building that ene of his objects in get-
ting the eompulsory loan from the insuranece
companies wag to have mouney to advance
1o the shipbuilding company,

Third Schedule put and passed.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time aud transmitted to the
Conneil.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
{COTTESLOE).

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [5.38] in moving the second reading
said: This Bill will give power to the Gov-
erngr to grant to the Munieipal Council of
Cottesloe an area of two roods of land ad-
joining that which has already been vested
in that loeal authority, and upon which the
municipal buildings stand. )

Hon, P. Colliar: Which lot is that?

The PREMIER: The municipal buildings
stand at the corner of Broome and Jarrad-
streets. The municipality was granted half
an acre some years ago on which their build-
ings were erccted. They now find it neces-
sary to have an increased area in order to
accommodate their plant, such as carts and
horses, and so on, It is simply desired to
grant them another half an aere adjoining
block 164, which has already beocn granied to
them, making in all one acre. I bave becn
to the place and I am well satisfied that this
additional area is necessary. The fack that
it is a Class A reserve renders the Bil! indis-
pensable. T move—

That the Bill he now rend a sceond time.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.32]: T have
no objection to the passage of the Bill, but I
always view with auspicion any attempt to de-
prive the people of their playgrounds. These
Clags A reserves have been so fixed that no
person can deprive the people of them without

ré7ti
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the passage of a Bill through Parliament. Be-
fore a Class A reserve is interfered with the
people in the locality should know what is
intended, and should have an opportunity of
protesting if they so desire. Do the people
in the locality know that the Bill is before
Parliament? Of course, if they do and have
no objection, the matter is largely for them-
selves, although in many cases | have protested
agaiust interference with a Class A reserve
even when the people coneerned were desirons
of having it done.

Mr, DUFF (Claremont) [5.34]: This matter
has been before the municipal eouncil and the
people. It is not interfering with any recrea-
tion ground. The council bave no room for
the housing of their carts and plant. This
proposal was put before the Government 12
months ago, and has heen held in abeyance
until some three months ago, when the counecil
asked me to take it in hand, and thereupon I
saw the Premier. The area involved is purely
serub land, and is not nsed for any purpose.
Nor is there any hope in the world of its ever
being uwsed for any other purpese than that in-
tended in the Bill. The people of the district
are well aware of what is being done.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [5.36]:
After what the member representing the dis-
triet has said, I do not prepose to offer any
objection, But it seems to me the land in
question should never have been a Clasa A
reserve at all. Members are perfectly right
in taking a keen interest in Class A reserves,
for these reserves should not be interfered with
without very good reason. However, it is ap-
parent that this small area is detached, and
we can safely let the council have it as de-
sired.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committes, etcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—ROADS CLOSURT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Tefroy—
Trwin) [5.41] in moving the second reading
said: The Bill is for the closure of certain
roads, Clange 2 deals with the closure of
portion of Dampier-terrace in Broome. The
town council have no objection, nor can there
be any objection from anybody else. The
land is reqomired for tram yards. It is
mercly the closing of a road for the purpose
of public utility, for the provision of addi-
tional faeilities. Clawse 3 deals with the
closure of a right-of-way at Mandorah
which runs through certain hotel premises,
The local roads beard purported to close this
vight-of-way unnder the provisions of the
Roads Act but, as the right-of-way is de-
lincated on n subdivisional plan deposited an
the Titles Office, the legality of the proecdure
of the roads hoard is open to question. Cou-
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sequently snitable provision is made in the
Bill. The right-of-way was closed on condi-
tion that the hotel proprietor, Mr. Slee,
should surrender to the Crowa part of an-
other block in lieu, 'I'ic elosure is not being
made for Mr, Slee's convenience, but priun-
cipally in order to deal with a footbridge
aeross Peel’s Inlet, connecting the hotel
with the town of Mandurah. The block of
land offered by the proprietor will svit the
dopartment just as well as that claimed, and
the department have insisted upon the reten-
tion of a roadwuy to conmect with Formby-
terrace. Everything is in order, and there is
no objection by the owner of the land. The
ronds board desire it, and the propesal to
close this road is in the puoblic interest.
Clause 4 deals with, perhaps, a more im-
pertant qucstion,

Hon. P. Collier: It is rather important.

Mr, O'Loghlen: We want an explanation
of this clause.

Hon. P. Collier: The member for the ilis-
triet will be able to assist the Premier.

The PREMIER: The member for Jast
Perth (Mr, Hardwick) no doubt will be able
to explain this clawse thoroughly. Its ob-
jeet is the closing of certain roads near Lhe
Cricket Association ground. For zome kime
past the West Australian Trotting Assoma.

tion—a name not uuknown in this Chan:ber.

—have held trotting meetings on the Cricket
Association gronnd. They dezided to moke
# new course, and with that object they par-
chused a certain area from the Crieket Asso-
ciation, to the north of the present ground,
and also purchased n number of other blocks
in the neighbourhood, so that they would be
enabled to lay out a complete trotting ground
of their own,

Hon. P. Collier: How could they purchase
from the Cricket Association? 'The Crieket
Association had not the freehold of that land,
unless they got it very resently. They hada
not got it in our time.

Mr. Foley: They had the swamp.

The PREMIER: The land purchased by
the Trotting Association from the Cricket
Asgsociation 15 the swampy arca lying to fhe
north of the ground. T have here a plan
showing the roads affected, and I shall lay
that plan on the Table.

Hon. P. Collier: The member for the dis-
trict will be able to explain the plan clearly.

The PREMIER: In order that a grand-
stand may be creeted, and a ground Taid
down, it i3 necessary to close the roads men-
tioned in this elause. The matter was re-
ferred to the Perth City Council, and it was
genernlly agreed that if the Trotting Asso-
ciation would give sufficient Iand for the
opening of a2 road on the north side of the
Cricket Association ground, and also give up
for the purposes of a road some land front-
ing on the river, the City Council wonld
offer no objection to the Trotting Associn-
tion’s proposal. Accordingly, it is proposed
to close the roads coloured blue on the plan,
and to open the roads coloured pink and
greca on the plan. The ground on the closed
roads will be given in exehange for the land
to be transferred by the Trotting Associa-
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tion.  The arvangement, 1 understand, is
really ail in favour of the City Couneil, as
the aren of the romds closed is only 2% acres,
whilst the aren to be surrendered by the
Trotting Associntion jis about 3%, acres, 1
requested the mayor and some of the coun-
cillors of the ecity of Perth to wait on me,
together with vepresentatives of the Trot-
ting Associntion, and cxplain ths position
exactly, On behalf of the Perth City Coun-
¢il the moyor expressed ecntire satisfaction
with the propesaf, nd it would involve the
vouverting of what is now an unsightly
waste into a beanty spot. The council pro-
pose to muke a drive between the Trotting
Association’s ground alengside the river and
it will really he a great boon to the inctro-
polis. 'The eouneil are prepared to undertake
the econstraction of the roads which 1t is
proposed to open in order to emable a round
drive to be eoustructed. That drive will
lead along the river. and will join the roads
in Fast Perth, The Trotting Association—I
asked that the two bodies should eoma tn-
gether in order that T might be fully satis-
fied, both parties were agreeable to this ar-
rangement—then said they were preparel to
go on with the construction work at onze.
This will mean a considerable outlay, givirg
employment to a large numhber of men,

Mr., O’Loghlen: Hus the member for
the distriet interviewed the people residing
in the district who will be affected?

The PREMIER: I have gone into the mat-
ter carefully, and it scems to me that the pro-
posal has everything to recommend it. I have
had a lithograph aud a tracing prepared, show-
ing on a larger acale the details of the pro-
posal. .In this House there has been 2 good
deal of criticism of the Trotting Association.
I am an old man now, but still a lover of aport,
and with a liking for seeing sport encouraged.
Some people objoct to trotting. I persomally
take no interest in trotting, but I do look for-
ward to the time when, instead of seeing
trotting on the Cricket Association ground, we
shall hear the rap of the cricket ball instead.
The Cricket Association will be greatly hene-
fitcd by disposing of the land, and T am in
hopes that the cntire arrangement will tend
to advance cricket again, Qur young men
are refurning to their homes. All games of this
kimd have been at a standstill for smne vears
The flower of our youth has been away fight-
ing for Western Australia and the Empire. I
am pleased to think that on the return of our
young men the Cricket Association ground will
be more generally utilised for ericket and
kindred sports than for trotting. Although I
have no objection to trotting, I have aiways
looked upon the trotting meeting as a sort of
sacrilege committed on the old ground which
was devoted to cricket, where I myself have
played so often. Cricket, in my opinion, is
one of the finest of games; and I prefer to
see the ground utilised for cricket. At the
sgme time, the Trotting Association will be
able to have their ground alongside. T am
sure that this propesed arrangement will give
a great impetus to cricket.

Mr, O'TL.oghlen: And football.
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The PREMIER: And foothall. Having
dealt with the various elauses of the Bill, I
move— .

That the Bill be now read a second {ime.

Mr, DURACK (Kimberley) [5.55/: 1 should
like to ask the Premier whether the road pro-
posed to be closed at Broome has been used as
a public highway?

The Premier: I think the hon, member had
better ask that quesiion during the Commit-
tee stage.

Houn, P, COLLIER (Boulder) [5.56]: There
are some features of this Bill which commend
themselves to me. Ad regards the remote
locality of Breome, the member for Kimberley,
I take it for granted, will be able to advise {the
House whether any injustice would result to
the residents of that town by the closing of
the particular road. To express any opinion
of value on the provisions of a Biil of this
kind is extremely difficult unless onc knows
the loeality and the circomstances very well, so0
that one can judge whether the public would
be inconvenienced by the closing of any par-
ticular road. TFor my part, I lean to the be-
lief that harm will not result from the closing
of a rond at Broome, or in the couniry, but
whea we come right to the back door of the
City, to a place like East Perth, the matter
assumes an altogether different aspect. It is
all very well that the Trotting Association
and City Council and Cricket Asseciation
should unanimoiisly agree that this proposed
exchange is a highly desirable thing; but,
after all, the first consideration in suech a mat-
ter ia the convenience and the wishes of the
loeal residents. I should eay the member for
the district would be able to give information
on that peint. That hon. member has had even
the great honour of being born in the salubri-
ous suburb of East Perth, and, having repre-
sented it for 13 or 14 years in this House,
knowing every atreet, every back lane and
right of way in the whole electorate, shonld be
able to tell the House whether it is a good
thing that this change should bhe made. And
particularly ought the hon. member to be able
to inform us whether he has econsulted—as I
teke it he, the represemtative of the distriet,
would do—the people living in and around the
neighbourhood which will be affected by this
exchange. The closing of a road in the heert
of the City is a serious matter, and espeeially
8o if it is a road leading to the foreshore. It
may be that in the not very distant future the
public may be shut off from accesa to the river
in that part of the town by the closing of these
partieular roads coloured blue upon the plan.
This map, as regards the roads shown upon it,
is not very familiar to me; butT have no doubt
that each of the coloured patches on the map
would call up familar scenes to the member
for East Perth. If the hon. member would
take one of the plans and demonstrate to the
Housze how the neighbourhood will be affected
by the propesed exchange, he may be able to
make a rcasonable case for the Bill. But, for
my part, I am not preparcd to allow a whole
distriet to he altered in this fashion merely
beecause the members of the Perth City Couneil
agree with the members of the Trotting Asso-

ciation, The member for East Perth should
be able to give us more definite and more de-
tailed information than that furnished by the
Premier. Unless s hetter case is made for
Clause 4, that clause will have to be very seri-
ously considered in Committee.

Mr. HARDWICK (East Perth) [6.0]: I
support the second reading of the Bill. This
partieular locality was really the haunt of my
boyhaod. The Cricket Association are return-
ing more land to the people than really is con-
tained in these two roads it is suggested shall
be closged. They are two streets which have
practically never been used beecause it was
never neeessary to use them.

Hon. P, Collier: They run to the river.

Mr, HARDWICK: That does not say that
they have ever been used. The foreshore had
been owped by private enterprise and the
Cricket Association having got control of that
portion, they are now granting te the people
the right to the use of the foreshore. They are
giving us more useful jand by the closing of
these two thoroughfares, The roads which are
being closed approach the river, it is true, but
there iy such a steep declivity that they are
practically useless. I have made inquirics and
I find that the members of the city council have
been energetically conducting inquiries, but
not one person has disagreed with the proposal
which i3 before us now. The Trotting Asso-
ciation are prepared to make that ome of the
beauty spots of the State. We must remember
that to-day trotting iy extremely popular, but
it may not be as popular in five or ten years
time as it is now. The Trotting Assoeciation
are conming to our rescue and are granting us
this beanty spot and the people will have the
uge of the grounds.

Hon., P. Collier: Are the trotting people
going to shift their ground altogether?

Mr. HARDWICK: Yes, and make & new
track, )

Hon. P. Collier: Will they have enough areat

Mr. HARDWICK: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: This means, then, that we
shall have the trotting people there permanently
at the back door of East Perth.

Mr. HARDWICK: They intend to spend
many thousands of pounds and will, by that
expenditure, convert one of the most unhealthy
loealities near the City into one of the most
healthy and most beautiful.

Mr, OLoghlen: You have not told wus
whether you consulted the residents of East
Perth,

Mr. HARDWICK: They have the greateat
confidence in me and will stand by anything
I do.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [6.8]: The Perth
City Couneil went fully into this matter when
they were asked to ratify the agreement with
the Trotting Asgociation, As hon, members
will see, the position ig that if this road eloa-
ure takes place there will be a round drive
on the river foreshore, instead of, as exists
at the present time, the roads runreing to the
river heside the retreation ground. The roads
to be ejosed are roads in name only. When
the improvements which the Trotting Asaoeia-
tion propose to make are completed, they =wvill
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convert that locality into ane of the leauty
spots of the City. There will be a two-chain
frontage to the river and the Trotting Assoc-
jation are giving that not to the City Counecil
buat to the people of the State. 'Fhe eouncil
have entered into an agreement to maintain
that foreshore road. Up to the present time
£2000 has heen spent on it, The Trotiing
Association, after consultation with the coun-
eil, found that they will not require the whole
of the land which they have bought and paid
for. There are two acres of land, muarkml
green on the plan, aad they are giving that
land to the people of the State. That will
give the people access to the river right reund
the Trotiing Association’s property. At ths
present time it is a swamp, but the expendi-
ture of £25,000, which is proposed by the
Trotting Association, will improve it beyond
all resognition.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Tvanhoe) [6.12]: T
view with suspicion the proposal to close that
particular road. The Trotting Asgociation no
doubt have put up a good proposition and at
first glance it secems that it will be advantag-
eous to the people of the State. We should
think seriously before we close any kind of
a road which is an approach to the river.
While the Trotting Association propose to
provide for a road sreund their ground, a
road which will give access to the river, T
want to make sure that the aren which is
being reserved will be open, to the publie.

Mr., SPEAKER: The area which belongs
to the Trotting Association has nothing to
do with the Bill

Mr. LUTEY: I take it we can discuss the
fundamental change on the river frontage.
There are roads there now and I want to see
the rights of the people safeguarded.

- Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. LUTEY: The member for Hast Perth
made everything quite eclear to the House.
Seeing that we are dealing with the closing of
certain roads and interfering with the rights
of the people, I wonder the Premier did not
go further back into the history of thia mat-
ter, and let us know what title and right the
Cricket Association had in the first place over
this land, when they acquired if, and how the
Trotting Association became interested in it
also. I shall always be chary about giving
away the rights of the people over these com-
mon lands which belong to them. We find
that a bargain has been struck for certain
lands. Clause 4 of the Bill says—

Bubject as hereinafter provided, the roads
and portions of roads at FEast Perth des-
eribed in Part I. of the Third Scheduls to
this Act may be elosed by proclamation, and
thercupon all rights of way over such roads
or portions of reads shall cease, and the

- oil thereof shall be revested in Hisz Maj-
esty as of his former estate: Provided that
such proclamation shall not be published
until the land deseribed in Part 2 of the

Third Scheduvle to this Act shall have been

surrendered to His Majesty and proclaimed

as ‘publie reads.

(ASSEMBLY.]

N

We are legislating not for to-day but for
future generations.  This association, I take
it, has been given this land by the Govern-
ment, and is striking a bargain for the free-
hold, I am opposed to the shutting up of
these roads until a stipulation is made that
the public have the full right to enter upon
and vse the ground for all time. The Pre-
mier did not make that point clear,

The Premjer: It is their own property and
freehold.

Mr. LUTEY: Did they buy it from the
Crown?

The Premier: It was given to them some
years ago,

Mr. LUTEY: It has been given to the asso-
ciation for the use of the people.

The Premier: It is for the use of the Cricket
Agsociation.

Mr. LUTEY:
for the people.

The Premier: They are the trustees for the
Cricket Association.

Mr., LUTEY: I remember some time
ago that the Melbourne Cricket Ground
Committee werec charging admission to
their ground. Mr, MoaLlean, a solicitor,
on one oceasion called upon the erowd to fol-
low him, saying that they had no right to make
a ¢harge. The people did follow him, and a
court ease ensued, when it was found that
the ground was really public property. I shounld
like the Premier to find out the exact position
so far a8 this ground is concerned, and ascer-
tain whether it is freehold or the property of
this association, I take it we are striking a
bargain for an institution, which will become
a commoreial institution before many years
have passed. Probably in 50 years time the
people will say that the Lefroy (iovernment
were dunderheads not to astrike a better bar-
gain whilst they were at it. 1 should like to
see somec provision to ensure that the ground
will be kept open for the people, except on
those occasions when mateches or other fune-
tions are being held, when it is right that a
charge for admission should be made.

Mr. Foley: They are giving the rights to the
foreshore to the people.

Mr. LUTEY: Perhaps the hon, member will
tell us how far it is possible to go with regard
to the foreshore. ¥ remember a case some
vears ago in connection with riparian rights,
That subject is always a difficult one to decide.
The question is a8 to how far the Cricket As-
sociation can go with regard to the foreshore,
I am sure the hon. member can explain snch a
simple question as that, and that hig explana-
tion would be a standing monument forever.
There was also a question as to the foreshore
on the Bwan river, and as to the extent to
which owners could build along it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Bill does not deal
with foreshores.

Mr. LUTEY: I do not know whether yon
will confine me to a quarter of a mile, Sir.

Mr. SPEAEER: I must confine the hon,
member to the area defined in the Bill,

Mr. LUTEY: The Bill deals with roads rum-
ning arpund the foreghore of the river. We

They are only the trustecs
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bave to jeslously guard the rights of future
generations. I hope the House will remember
that os legislators we have to look affer the
common interests and rights of the people to
the lands and reserves which really belong to
the people, however the title may have been
obtained. .

The Premier: In this case the iitle was ob-
tained from the Crown.

Mr. LUTEY: The Crown might have been
just as careless us apparently we are going to

_be through giving away the freehold. Prob-
ably, too, thut freehold was given when it
should have been kept as a reserve for reerea-
tion purposes and for the use of the people.
The Premier did not say how the Cricket As-
sociation in the first place became possessed of
the ircehold of this ground. Probably he will
explain this later.

Mon, W. ¢, ANGWIN (North-BEast Freman-
tle) [7.42]): No persons should know betfer
than those who live in a district as to what is
reguired in this direction. These roads which it
ig proposed to close, in the third schedule of the
Bill, are roads which are now already held and
owned for the use of the people by the city of
Perth, 'That land which will be given in lieu
thereof is to be vested in His Majesty. Until
it is handed over by the Government it will not
be under the control of the ¢ity of Perth.

Mr. Hardwick: It is private property.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is Crown property.
The land which is given in lieu of the land
which is taken by closing the roads becomes the
property of Ilis Majesty. DBefore the Premier
1ssues a proclamation closing the roads, [
would ask him 1o get an undertaking from the
Perth City Council that the land will become
their property.

Mr. Foley: That assurance has been given,

Uon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am not sure about
that. My reason for demanding that assurance
is that at other points along tha foreshore the
Government have gone to considerable expense
in reclaiming land and making reads, and when
the Perth City Council were asked to take over
thase roads they have declined to do so, and,
in consequence, the Government have had to
maijntain them. Possibly it will be beneficial to
East Perth to have the trotting grounds there,
although other districts have declined to per-
mit the setting up of such grounds. I do not
sce any objection to the passage of the Bill
providing the Premier gets the necessary assur-
ance from the city couneil.

Mr, ANGELO (Gascoyne) [7.47]: The pass-
ing of the Bill will mean that Perth will have

. another reercation ground. I will always sop-
port any Bill for the creation of pleasure re-
sorts and beauty spots in Perth or elsewhers in
the metropolitan area. The northern and other
country districts of the State send down a large
number of visitors annually to the City, and
with the advent of the trans-Australian rail-
way there is a danger that a lot of those visi-
tors will be persuaded to go to the Eastern
Btates for their holidays. Therefore it behoves
all concerned to make the metropolitan area
8 a3 attraetive as possible.
Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

‘deserves attention.

.as a gambling ground.
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In Committee, eteetera.

My. Stobbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clauges 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause 4-—Closure of portion of Nelson-
creseent, ete., East Perth:

Mr. LUTEY: Perhaps the Premier will out-
line the exact position, and explain hew the
cricket association became possessed of the
title to the land. \

The PREMIER: The cricket association got
the land on a grant from the Crown 30 years
or more ago for the purposes of ericket. This
ground is the freehold property of the cricket
assoeiation, a body controlling cricket in West-
ern Australia. Not only do the association own
the ground within the enclosure, but they own
a considerable extent of land to the north of
the enclosure.  The cricket ground proper is -
highly improved, the improvements having heen
effected at the expense of the association, They
have disposed of the northern portion of their
dand, whigh is wmerely a wilderness, to the
trotting association, and tho trotting associa-
tion have also aecquired from private indi-
vidvals a number of blocks, so as to have
sufficient land for their trotting grounds. The
Bill does not apply to that land at all, but
deals simply with the closing of certain roada.
In lien of the ground contained in those roads,
the trotting association will hand over other
land of considerably greater area than ig com-
prised in the roads to be ciosed. In regard to
the point #faised by the member for North-
East Fremantle, T will see that it is properly
settled before the matter is finalised.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1t is unsatisfactory to
think that the fee simple of certain recreation
reserves is vested in people independent of any
loeal anthority or other responsible bedy. 1t
is a regrettable state of affairs and it is not

uwsuval in  connection with other recreation
grounds. .
Hon. T, E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): This is not a recreation ground.

The Premier: It was handed over to the
cricket association for the purposes of cricket.

Mr. LAMBERT: What is cricket but a re-
creation? The present control of this land
The thanks of the Com-
mittee are due to the member for Brown-
HiHl-Ivanhoe for having brought the matter
under notice. I regret that the land is used
for its present purpose. A certain amount of
trotting can very well be carried on in this
State, but the ground iz being run practiczlly
Thigs aspect of the
question needs closor attention. Racing gen-
erally, and proprietary racing in partienlar,
should be restricted.

Clanse put and passed.

New Clause:

The PREMIER: I move—

That the .following be added to stand as
Clause 5: ‘‘On the land deseribed in Part
L of the Fourth Schedule to this Aet being
surrendered to His Majesty and proclaimed
a public road, all rights-of-way over that
portion of the Richmond-cresecent, East
Fremantle, described in Part II. of the
Fourth Schedule to this Aet shall cease,
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and the soil thereof shall be revested in
Hiy Majesty as of his former estate, and
may .be granted in fee simple to the owners
of the Iand deseribed in Part I. of the said
schedule in exchange for the land sur-
rendered as aforesaid.'’

The member for North-East Fremantle de-
sires this new clause, and I am confident that
he would not bring forward sueh a  pro-
position unless he kuew it to be in the publie
interest.  The clause deals with the opening
of a ecertain portion of land at East IFre-
mantle, and with the eclosure of a certain
piece of road there. The portion of road to
be closed is 1 belicve inaccessible, and the
owners of certain bloeks have offered to give
portion of their land in lien of the portion
of road which it ig proposed to clese, The
matter has been considered by the Bast Fre-
mantle municipality, who strongly urge that
the proposal be agreed to. These matters are
always ecarefully considered by the Lands
Department prior to the submission to Parlia
ment and there is nothing to object to in the
amendment.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This proposed new
clause really means that there are three
blocks between Surbiton-road and the dead
end of Richmond-crescent. This dead end
blocks the entrance to some residences on the
hill over the Castlemaine brewery. The pro-
posed exchange will also benefit some houses
owned by the Government there. I re-
quested the Premier to bring this matter for-
ward urgently beeause the people owning the
blocks are thinking of building, and ua-
less they get the road here proposed the
plteration can never be made. That would
be detrimental to those people, and also de-
trimental to the Government as owners of
the property to which T have referred.

New clausg put and passed.

First, 8econd, and Third Sehedules—agreed
to.

New Schedule:

The PREMIER: I move—

That the following be added to stand as
the Fourth Sechedule:—*‘Tart I-—All that
picce of land being parts of Lots 45, 46,
and 47, of Swan Loecation 64, bounded
on the east by the western boundary
of Lot 44 of said loeation, and on the
North by 50 links of the south side of
Surbiton-road; the opposite sides being
parallel and equal. Part IL.—All that por-
tion of the Richmond-crescent bounded
by lines starting from the intersection of
southern side of Surbiton-road with the
castern side of Richmond-crescent, and
extending in a southerly direction along
said side of Richmond-crescent for a dis-
tance of 200.2 links; thence westerly 50
links along the southern boundary of Swan
Location 64; the opposite gides being
parallel and equal.’’

New schedule put aud passed.
Title—agreed to.
[The Spesker resumed the Chair.]

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bill reported with amendments, aud ¢he
report adopted.

BILL—VERMIN,
Council’s Message.

The Council having insisted upon certain
of its aniendments and proposed new amend-
ments g alternatives to other amendments
which it had made, and which the Assembly
hail not agreed teo, the same were now con-
sidered.

In Committee. :

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; Hou. F. E. 8,
Willmott (Homorary Minister) in charge of
the Bill.

No, 2. Original Clauge 2.—Strike out the
words ‘‘are hereby repealed to the axtent
therein stated, but notwithstanding such re-
peal,’’ and insert ‘‘shall cease to have effect
in that portion of the State to which this Aet
applies: provided that’’:

Hon, 1, E. 8. WILLMOTT: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. P; ¢OLLIER: The amendment which
the 1denorary Minister asks us to agree to is
consequential on one which we shall be asked
to accept a little later on, and which was alse
made by the Legislative Council. It really has
to do with the application of this measure to
the North-West. If the Government intend to
aecept the amendment, with regard to the ap-
plication of the Bill to the North-West por-
tion of the State, they are perfectly safe in
moving that the first amendment be agreed to.
If it will save the time of the Committee, I
amn prepared to say that I will accept the al-
ternative amendment which we shall he asked
to agree to directly, made by the Legislative
Council, with regard to the application of the
Act to the North-West. The Council are not
ingisting upon their original amendment.
They have amended it, and have extended the
boundaries further north and eastward. That
being so, we might accept the alternative.

Mr. TROY: As one who opposed the pre-
vipus amendment, T am prepared to accept the
alternative, which includes a large belt of pas-
toral country, and also includes the country
protected by the fence.

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Original Clause 2, page 2, line 6.—
Strike out the worda ‘‘any Act hereby re-
pealed,’’ and insert ‘‘the said Acts®:

Hon. . E. S. WILLMOTT: I move—

* That the zinendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to. .

No. 35. Add a new clause, to stand as
96:—*7(1.) It shall be the duty of the board
to secure the enforcement against-all owners
and oceupiers of holdings within its distriet of
the provisions of this Act relating to the sup-
pression and destrnetion of vermin’’:

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
The new clanse means that if the board are
not doing their duty the Government will come
in and disband them. It is"of no use having a g
vermin board if they do not intend to do any
work.

the Counecil’s
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Mr. PICKERING: I would point out that
this amendment originally had & penalty
clause attached to it which read as follows:—

“‘If, in the opinion of the Minister, a
board has neglected to exercise its powers
or perform its duties in the suppression and
destruction of vermin, the Minister may
cause all such means to be taken as he may
deem necessary, and the cost ineurred shall
be a debt due to the Minister by the board
in default.’’

Without this addition the present amendment
would be meuningless and be merely a pious
expression of opinion. I shall voie against the
amendment.

The CHATRMAN: It appears that another
place did not send back the full amendment.
I think the hon. member is taking wp a right
stand. The amendment is not eomplete, and
does not read with senge.

Hon. F. I2. 8. WILLMOTT: The hon.
member ia quite right. When the Upper House
sent this back to us, ingisting on No. 35,
throngh some error the second part was
omitted from the Notice Paper. I think, there-
fore, it should be treated as if the whole
amendment bhad appeared on the Notice
Paper, as doubtless it was intended that it
should appear,

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.

No. 1.  The original
the Legislative Council was as follows:
Insert the following clause, to stand
as Clause No. :—“ This Act shall
apply to the South-West Division of
the State, exeept sueh portion thereof
ag is situated northward of the Government
fenre running westward to Bluff Point, but
ghall not apply to any other part of the State.”’
The alternative amendment is as follows: In-
sert the following clause, to stand as Clause
2:— ¢ This Act shall apply to all the South-
West portion of the State gituated west of the
No. 1 Rabbit-proof Fence and south of the
Rabbit-proof Fence running from CGum Creek
Well westward to Bluff Point, but shall not
apply to any other part of the State’’:

the Council’s

amendment  of

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: This next
amcndment appears on  Schednle No. 2.
As  stated by the member for Mt
Magnet, the original amendment cut off
considerable portion of the country in
the neighbourhood of Nannine west of
No, 1 fence and south of that which runs

from Nannine to Bluff Point. This was an
unthinkable position, and the Upper House
~amended it by extending the line. This wili
now inglude the country whieh was previocusly
cut out. The rest of the State will, however,
still be under the control of the Minister, and
whereas the rate shall not execed ls. per hun-
dred acres within the afea, the country ont-
gide will not have that saving elause. This
will enable justice to be done in certain dis-
tricts where otherwise a special rate would
have to be struek. 1 move—
That the alternative amendment be agreed

to.

Mr. WILLCOCR: I am prepared to accept
that also.

"long as the company does not do it.
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Question put and passed, the Council’s alter-
native amendment agreed to.

No. 7.- The oviginal amendment of the
Legislative Couneil was as follows:—No, 7.
Insert the following clause, to stand as No, 7:
—*‘Thig Act shall not apply to unalienated
lands of the Midland Railway Cumpany of
Western Ausiralia, Limited, except such areas
thercof as are certified by the chief inspeetor
to be vermin infested or the breeding ground of
vermin, and such areas as having been the sub-
jeet of agreement for the purchase thereof
are abandoned by the purchaser and oxcept as
provided in Section 81, For the purposes of
this section lands under contract for purchase
thereof shall be deemed to be alienated. The
alternative amendment to No. 7 of the Coun-
cil is as follows:—Add the following further
proviso to Clause 50:—Provided also that un-
alienated lands of the Midland Railway Com-
pany of Western Australia, Limited, except
sueh areas as having been the subject of agree-
ment for the purchase thereof are abandoned
by the purchaser, shall not be rateable, but for
the purpose of this provise, lands under con-
tract for purchase thereof shall be deamed to
be alienated’’: )

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: With regard to
No. 7, T move—

That the

agreed to. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: I should like to have
some reason 28 to why we should go back upon
our former decision when the matter was very
thoroughly debated.

Hon, J. Mitehell: Who is responsible for the
destruction of vermin on the Midland railway
lands?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No one under this amend-
ment. That is its objeet.

Mr, Maley: The road districts would do all
the work. ’

Hon, P, COLLIER: Anycne may do it so
I have
not yet heard any argumenf which is good
ground for our acecpting this altermative, 1
must oppose if.

The PREMIER: Under the original amend-
ment of the Council it was provided that the
company should be in exactly the same position
as any other owner in regard to the destruc-
tion of rabbits, but it exempted them from
the rates.

Hon, .I. Mitehell: Who is going to pay for
the administration of the Aet over their lands
if they do not pay rates?

The PREMIER: The reason advanced for
the amendment is that praetically all the
best of the company’s land has been dis-
posed of and it is considered that, in view of
tie fact that they cannot dispose of the land
still on their hands, they should he exempt
from the rating. They will be compelied Lo
destroy the rabhits; the Act will be enforced
in regard to their lands just as in regard to
otker lands.

Mr. MALEY: The Premier has urged that
the eompany owns to-day only huge tracts
of inferior sandplain country. It wmust be
remembered that that is the very country
favoured by the rabbits. I hope the Commit-
tee will not agree to the amendment. I do

alternative amendment be
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not think the rating would impose any hard-
ship on the company. The company should
uot be regarded as being ditferent: from any
other landholder. The Premier has not urgsd
any valid reason why the cempany should be
excmpt.

Mr. TROY: By what extraordinary rea-
soning are the Midland Company entitled to
any more consideration than any other Jand-
holder? Because the company find them-
selves in difficulties is not to say that they
should be exempt. Many others who have to
submit to the Bill are also in difficultics. If
it is difieult for the company to deal with
their lands and comply with the Bill, is it
not equally diflicult for any other large land-
holder? It is amazing that the Government
should be asking for this special considera-
tion for the Midland Company. The com-
pany have already had more consideration
than they were entitled to.  Certainly
they are not entitled to any further consider-
aion at our hands. If the Government do
give the compuny this voncession o grent deal
more will be heard about it in the country
Gistricts,

Hon. T, WALKER: The Premier has said
that the Midland Railway Company will be
on preecisely the same footing as the Crown.
If that is so we bave no redresg, and will not
be able to pl‘osccﬁ;c them if they fail +to
erpdicate their rabbits. The proposed amend-
ment is almost worse than the original one.
We are excmpting the North-West squatters
from the full operations of the Bill, hut
thosc squatters are still under the existing
vermin legislation, and the Honorary Minister
has told us that those squatters can be rated
up to 2s. per hundred acres, or twiee as much
as they conld be if they were under this
measure, To say to the Midland Company
that their lands shall be entively exempt
from rates, is to give them an ¢normous con-
cesgion. It will be a big expense to the com-
pany, but still only a relative expense. The
moment the eompany scll a portion of their
land, the intending purchaser will be rated.
And the board in the particular distriet
where the eontract is made have been told to
enforce the provisions of this measure. The
Midland Railway lands wonld be a mceuace
to the State in those conditions. T trust the
Committee will not tolerate this extraordinary
gift to a particular section of the community.

Mr. HARRISON: It wounld be most unfair
if purchasers from the Midland = Railway
Company have to pay rates while the com-
pany eseape payment of rates. Let the com-
pany pay as well as the purchaser from the
company.

Question put and negatived; the Couneil’s
alternative amendment not agreed to,

Ag to procednre.

The Premier: Can this Bill be sent back
to the Conneil again, Mr. Chairman? It has
been there alrcady.

The Chairman: The position is governed
by Standing Order 315—

Tf the Legislative Council shall return the
Bill with any of the Assembly’s amend-
ments on the Council’s original amend-
ments disagreed to, and shall insist on its

(ASSEMBLY.]

original amendments, stating the reasons

for so doing, or shall agree to the Assem-

bly’s amendments thereon, with further
amendments, the Message returning the

Bill shall be ordered to be printed, and a

day fixed for taking the same into con-

sideration, which ahall be in a2 Committee
of the whole Assembly; and the Bill shall
then be findlly passed, or laid aside, accord-
ing as the Assembly may agree or disagree
to the requirements of the Legislative

Council, unless the Assenbly determines to

request a conference.

The Premier: The Government do not wigh
to have the Bill laid aside. A conference would
probably settle the matter in five minutes,

Mr, Troy: Do I understand from you, Mr.
Chairman, that at this stage, when we have
negatived the Council’s requests, the Bill must
be laid aside or & conference sought?

The Chairman: Ne.

Mr, Troy: I think so, Mr. Chairman. We
liave passed a resolution defeating the Council’s
amendment. It is due from us to ask for a
conference.  But that conference ‘will not
bind this House.

Mr. Piesse: Can we not ask for a conference
under Standing Order 315% If that is in
order, I will move that the Assembly request a
conference.

The Premier: Originally the Bill contained
o clause of a certain effect, and the Council
sent this House a Message requesting the in-
gertion of a new clause to stand as No. 7, We
returned a Message stating that we could not
agree to the new clause. That new clause does
not come haek to us with any modification, but
the Counct! simply ask for an zlternative in
the form of a proviso fo Clause 50. The pro-
vigo is really a new clause altogether., In the
circumstances, I think it is wise for this Cham-
ber, in the interests of Western Australian land
owners, to ask for a conference.

-The Chairman: I suggest the Premier let me
report to the House that the Committee, hav-
ing considered the Legislative Council’s amend-
ments, have agreed with some and disagreed
with others. Then, the Speaker being in the
Chair, the Premier could move for a confer-
ence.

Mr. Maley: I take it the time for a confer-
ence will not arrive. until our Message goes to
the Couneil saying that we do not agree to this
alternative. Then will be the Council’s oppor-
tunity to say whether they insist or not.

The Chairman: I have given my opinion, It
is for the Committee to decide.

The Minister for Works: Standing Order
315 deals with specific things, But this is not
a case of that sort. Tt is a case of an old
proposition being put before us in a new
guisge.

Mr, Troy: [ am inclined to think that we
can dispose of this by sending it back to the
Council as it i3, This is not the original amend-
ment. The Council do not insist upen the
original amendment. The Council sent back
an alternative, practically a new elause. Rince
it i not the original, we cannot deal with the
original. T suggest, Sir, that you take the
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matter in your hands, report, and send the Bill
back with the usual Message.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The CHAIRMAN: I have to report that the
Committee bave considered the amendments
made by the Legislative Couneil and have
agreed to some and not agreed to others.

Hon. . E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): I move—

That the report be adopted.

Hon. T. WALKER: I do not think the
Chairman has put the position fairly before
you, Mr., Speaker. We have not accepted im-
portant amendments. We are just where we
were. Certain alternatives which were new
elauzes were submitted to us, and they were
accepted, and some alternatives have not been
accepted.

My, MUNSBIE: If the ordinary course is
adopted and the Bill is sent back to the Council
by Message, some members fear that that will
be the end of the Biil. If hon, members think
that we sbould ask for a conference——

Mr. SPEAKER: Our Standing Orders make
no provision for dealing with alternative amend-
mentg from another Chamber. Strietly speak-
ing, under our Standing Orders the Committee
were not in order in dealing with the alterna-
tive amendments. I gather the Committee have
accepted one alternative amendment and re-
jected another. The position now is that it is
competent for the Minister in charge to ask
the Couneil for a conference.

Question put and passed; the report adopted.

Request for Conference.
Hon. . E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): I move—

That a Message be transmitted to the
Legislative Council informing them that we
have agreed to all the amendments with the
exception of alternative amendment No. 7,
regarding which we request a conference with
the Legislative Council, the managers from
the Assembly to be Hon. T. Walker, Mr.
Piesse, and the mover.

Question put and passed, and a Message
accordingly transmitted to the Cowneil.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL LANDS PUR-
CHASE ACT AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Couneil with amend-

menta.

BILL—FORESTS.
Qouncil’s Amendments.

Schedule of 24 amendments requested by the
Couneil now considered. :

In Committee,

My, Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney Gen-
eral and Minister for Woods and Forests in
charge of the Bill.

No. 1, Clause 5, Subelavse (2).—Add the
following words: ‘‘and the provisions of this
Act so far as they are inconsistent with such
rights shall not, except as hereinafter expressly
provided, apply’’:
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Although I
do not know precisely why the amendment is
asked for, I do not see any objection to it. 1
move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment made,

No. 2. Clause 8, Bubclause (2), paragraph
(a).—Add the following words: ‘‘and a pro-
fessional officer who has obtained the degree
or diploma of a forest school recognised by
the Senate of the University of Western Aus-
tralia’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think this
amendment is quite a good one, I move—

That the amendmeni be made,

Hon. P, COLLIER: I do not see why we
should set the University above the Governor-
in-Couneil,

The Attorney General: It is a question
whether the degree is to be recognised by the
Senate.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Why? In many of
these amendments we find the University is
coming in. What has the University to do with
it? I am not going to set the University above
the Governor-in-Council. If we are not care-
ful we shall have in all our Acts a provision
of this kind, that we may not do this, that, or
the other without the gracious permission of
the University.

Mr. Pilkington: Does the University recog-
nise these degrees now? !

The Attorney General: Yes, they have re-
cognised Mr. Lane-Poole’s diploma,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Ther¢ may be men
with diplomas who will not be recognised by
the University., It would be humiliating to
this House to be unable to appoint some man
in the eivil service unless the University ap-
proved of it.

Mr.- PICKERING: I support the leader of
the Opposition. I think we should disagree
with this amendment.

The Attorney General: I do not mind.

Question put and negatived; the Couneil’s
amendment not made,

No. 8. Clause 14,—S8trike out the word
‘“Governor’’ and insert ‘‘University of West-
ern Australia’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be not mada.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not made.

No. 4. Clause 19, Subelause (1).—After
the word ‘‘shall,’’ in line one, insert ‘‘with
the approval of the Minister’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; fhe Counecil’s
amendment made,

No. 5. Clause 21, paragraph (b} —Strike
out the word ‘‘may,’’ in line four, and insert
¢‘ghall’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment made,

No. 6. Clanse 22.—After the word ‘‘Gov-
ernor,’’ in line one, insert ‘‘subject to the con-
sent of Parliament*’;
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the
amendment made.

No. 7. Clause 23.—After the word ‘‘Gov.
ernor,’’ in line one, insert ‘‘subjeet to the
consent of Parliament’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be made,

Question pu tand passed; the
amendment made.

No. 8. Clause 24, paragraph (a).—Strike
out this paragraph and insert ‘‘After such
area has been cut over for saw-milling puar.
poses or’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be not made.
This amendment requested by the Couneil ren-
ders this Bill cntirely unworkable, The ob-
Jeet of the Bill was to so deal with the forest
assets of the State, that they might become
a sour¢e of permanent wealth to the coun-
try. The Government provided that there
should he no hewing in State forests. This
Honse came to the conclusion that the course
was a little too severe, and that the hewer
should be allowed to pursue his calling in sueh
cases where in the opinion of the Conservator
timber suitable for milling purposes had al-
regﬂ_y bean felled, or in lacalities where in the
opinion of the Conservator it wag impractica-
ble to remove timber. In that ease the hewer
wansd: a]]g«:ffd }t;l) follow his ealling,

r. oghlen: Un it
that he woug]:c'( atarve, flor sneh reatrictions

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
my amendment.

gei\fr. O°Loghlen: It was the best we could

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
forced_ on me by hon, members.
the 'Br]l_left us to go to another place. The
Legislative Council, however, has altered the
clause out of all knowledge,

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: They have done better,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Every safe-
guard has been thrown away and the eontrol
of the forests i gone, The hewers ¢an now
operate without restriction after an  area
hag been cut over for saw milling purposes
The Couneil use the word ‘¢sual ares.’’ ’I‘haé
neans a timber concession, a timber lease
or a sawmill permit, and it shall be lawful for
the hewer to hew within any of these places
The anservator has estipiated that there werc;
1Y million acres still left of our best forest
land, and it is into such ares that the hewer
may go. The Council recognised that some
condition had to be attached to these words
and they put in ““if suel aren has been eut
over for saw milling purposes.”’ “*Cut over'
means, according to the Crown Law Depart-
ment, that when one log has been taken away
an area may be said truthfully to have been
eut over. Instead of the words ‘‘cut over’’
we might just as well have the words ‘‘look
aver'’ for all the value they are. The hewer

ean, ‘thgrefore, go in withont waiting for any
permisaion,

Council ’s

Council ‘s

It was not

It. was
That is how

[ASSEMBLY.]

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Mr, Q'Loghlen: You nssume that the var-
ious companies will erowd their areas.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am only
dealing with the words of another place.
As they have put in these words they
must pe told what we think of them,
1t may be urged that the Conmservator wiil
be the judge of whether or not it has been
cut over, and it may be urged further that
the words are used subject te regulations.
That is not correct. If the amendment is
passed the Conservator will have no say
whatever, and once a mill log bas been
hauled out of the forest that forest will
have bgen cut over.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tf you werc in coutt
you would not use that argument, but wonid
take what has been the custom.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The amend-
ment will not permit of any interference l_)y
regulation or by the department, but will
open the door wide to the hewer. .

Mr. O'Loghlen: Has he ever begen let in
there before?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Npg, he has
never had a free hand hefore, becanse we
have never had these words before.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Surely it must be
ject to regulation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: You
not regulate a thing which Parliament says
shall be dene. Some persons may argue that
the people who hold the timber rights will
not be suech fools as to destroy their lenses
by allowing hewers to come in. But there
are certain firms who have declared their
intention of putting hewers into their con-
cessions,

Mr, Q'Loghlen: Well, it is no more than
the declaration made by your officers in the
other direction.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Those peo-
ple propose to do that, probably becauvse
this House has not given renewals of their
leases on certain terms. They contend they
have the right to hew, If it suits their busi-
ness they will allow the hewers to come in.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They had the power
previously.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In overy
one of their leases and concessions they
have been subject to regulations, and ve-
gulations have never been made to deal
with the hewers, 1f the amendment is agreed
to it will be impossible to make rcgulations.
The result will be that all the timber which
should go to the big mill will pass out
through the hewer. The amall mill will go,
and when the hewer has done with the forest,
the timber trade will practically cecase to
exist. No hon. member would tolerate such
a position, I cannot very well discuss this
amendment ‘without referring to a further
amendment dealing with the rights of the
returned soldier. The question of the soldier
hewers was fully debated here, and is amply
provided for in Clause 24. T had an inter-
view with the representatives of the re-
turncd soldiers, and they wanted to know

sub-

can-
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whether Clause 24 would cover returned sol-
diers, Certainly, it was the intestion of the
House that the clause shonld cover returned
soldiers,

Hon. P. Collier:
asked for.

Mvr. Draper:
special class.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The clause
applies to all hewers, and there is a proviso
providing that no person shall hew who was
not a hewer prior to the passing of the Act.

The CHAIRMAN: T hope the Commit-
tee aro not going to diseuss the returned
poldier on amendment No. 8. If that is deone
we shall have the disenssion all over again
on amendment No. 9. \

The ATTORNEY GENBRAL: What we
did does fully protéct the returned soldier.
However, another place are not satisfied
with that, but want to make specific refer-
ence to returned soldiers. Under the Bill as
we passed it, the returned soldier who has
been a hewer in the past may hew in the
future, outside of wirgin forest, Another
place has caught that up and defined virgin
forest as forest from which no timber has
been drawn., Is there any place in Western
Australia which no timber has been drawn?

Mr. Q'Loghlen: Tt is an impossible de-
finition,

Hon. P. Collier: Members of another
place, posing as authorities, have made con-
gumate asscs of themselves over this.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member has said Drecisely what I think
These two amendments, one of which is much
more hurtful than the other, will destroy the
effect and purpose of the Bill.

Mr. O’Loghlen: But do not strengthen
your case by referring to a subsequent
amendment, to which the Committee may not
agree.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T do not
think the Committee will agree to it. I have
no doubt that the amendments of another
place aim at the destruction of this measure,

Mr, O’Loghlen: The mover of this particu-
lar amendment had no wish to destroy the
Bill,

The ATTORNEY GENERAT:: The amend-
ments deny the right of control which this
Chamber gave to the trained forester, An-
nther feature to which T must draw atten-
tion

Mr. O'Loghlen: T hope we shall take the
amendments as they come,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But the
Committee must be told of this. A new
clause has been inserted limiting the provi-
sions of Clanse 24, in relation to hewing
permits, so that they shall not have foree
heyond the 30th June, 1928. Some hon, mem-
bers might think these amendments nre going
to last for only 41 years. But that limita-
tion rclates only to the new permits. It is
a eamouflaged provision.

Mr. Pilkington: What docs the amendment
mean{

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Y do not
know, I have cross-examined the man who

That was all the House

Weo 4id not want to make a
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drew it, and he itoes not know, These amend-
ments make the Bill unworkable, I feecl sure
T can Yook to hon, members of this Chamber
to restore the clause as it was, and to dia-
agree with these amendments.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Tt is somewhat diffienlt
to veconeile onesclf to the effect of the clause
as it left this Chamber, and the amendment
which has come from another place. Since
the Bill left this Chamber, I have heen trying
to find a half-way house relatively to this very
important clause, but T have heen unable to
discover one, and the Minister s in a similar
predicament. While bnttvessing his case, the
Minister has anticipated discussion on three
or four subsequent smendments. Those sub-
sequent amendments, however, may not pass
this Chumber. [ at any rate disapprove of
some of them, Uonsideration of this partien-
lar gmendmant should not he prejudiced hy
references to other amendments. If the amend-
ment of the Upper Chamber is agreed to, enn-
ditions will be exactly asg,they arc now. 1
believe however that will be the lesser of
two evils. The bhasizs of the BIll is satill
there; the Bill has not been utterly destroyed.
Many clauses of the Bill elothe the Conserva-
tor with considerable powers. 1 have uever
been in favour of precipitate changes, Fx-
perience has demonstrated the nocossity for
further powers being granted to the Conserva.
tor. If it is found that the companies are tak-
ing advantage of loopholes, and are crowding
their arcas with an undue numhber of hewers,
the House will give the Conservator further
powera. Apart from one instance, I have no
knowledge of n company crowding its arens
with an nndue mumber of hewera. Tt is the
object of the millowner in this State to get
every possible log he can. The biggest firm
in thiz State did onee erowd on an arean a
oumber of hewers, but that was on ae-
count of cut thront competition for sleepers
oxtending over a poriod of three or four
months. Tt has been stated by the Minister
that at the present time the companies are
crowding men on and are openly stating that
they are going to do it to a greater extent.
Is it not a fair proposition that the Minister
shonld ecome to this House with 2 statement
of the numerical strength of the axemen em-
ployed in our forests? What has been the in-
crease during the past 12 montha? Fow many
additional licenses have been issued hy the
TForestry Department during the last few
months?  The Conservator can supply thase
figures, and they will demonsatrate that there
has heen no wild rush by men to take up the
hewer’s calling. The clause as it Jeft this
House was ample to ecover the clnims of every
returned soldier hewer. T pointed out at the
time that thers was no probakility of 2,000
hewers being at work in our forests, OF all
the men who have returned, and with whom
T am acquainted, not more than a dozen nre
going back to hewing,

The Attorney General: You know that
a lot of hewers have been pat on at Kir-
rup and East Kirrup. They left areas where
they were cutting, and they also left Welling-
ton, . L
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: They left those areas
becanse the bush granted to them was so peor
that they could not make a living. However,
there is a great gulf between what the Upper
House proposes and the clause ag it left here.
While the Minister has given ns the opinion
of the Crown Law Department, T must point
out that on several occasions the Crown Law
Department’s opinions bave proved to ¢ be
worth very little. If timber iz taken off an
ares, that aren is cut over. On the other hand,
if the Conservator holds the opinion that the
hewer is a menace to Western Australian
forestry and should be got rid of, what does it
mean¥ I know the Conservator’s opinion as
to hewing, and possibly it is an opinion most
foresters wounld hold. But the companies take
for the mill all logs that are easy to handle.
It may be that in eompeting for sleeper
hewers they might put on hewers to get cer-
tain quantities of sleepers within a limited
time, and in that case put them on country
which should not be hewn; hot if that should
oceur, the Conservator could come to this
House and seek additional powers, T would
not feel so keenly on this matter did I not
know thn antipathy felt by the Conservator
against hewing, an autipathy which may be
felt by the majority of Conscrvators. Our
Conservator holds, rightly or wrongly, that
there should be no aXemen whatever in our
forests. But in contradistinction to that view,
let me peint ont that Forestry Departments
, A8 well equipped as ours are advertising for
hundreds of aleeper hewers. In New South
Wales 200 are employed and in Queengland 500,
This is the one clause to which I attach the
most importance, I realise that in its present
amended - state it may have defects. If the
Conservator finds that he bas been shorn of
power necessary in policing the timber areas,
and he comes to Perth and asks for it, the ex-
tended power will be given to him,

Mr, PICKERING: Tt should be possible to
arrive at some solution of this diffieulty, and
to my mind we ought to appoint a board who
should decide the guestion. We should have on
such a board the concessionaire, a member re-
presenting the hewing industry, and the Con-
servator of Forests. I wounld commend that
suggestion to the Minister as one being worthy
of consideration. I am concerned in this
matter, a5 many members of my constituency
zra engaged in the sleeper hewing industry,
and I am anxious to see that a fair measure
of justice is extended to them.

Mr. MULLANY: I cannot agrec with the
suggestion made by the member for Sussex as
a solution of the difficnlty. We might just. as
well aceopt the -amendment of another place as
to appoint such a board as here snggested.
Unless some compromise can be arrived at, I
intend to support the clause as it was origin-
ally passed by the Assembly.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am of opinion
that the clanse ag it left this Chamber was
useless. To stop hewing immediately would be
a scandal so far as the State is concerned.
The elause as it left the Legislative Council is
better than the clause we sent to them. It
now ensures the right of the hewer to follow
his oeceupation,

[ASSEMBLY.}

The Attorney General: This Bill is not to
protect the hewer but to proteet the forests.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There is no doubt
that we have a duty to perform, and I inte'nd
to support the amendment of the Legislative
Council. I hope the proposed amendment will
be adopted.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I agree with the re-
marks of the hon. member who has just sat
down, If the elause remains in the Bill the
Conservator will have absolute power to pre-
vent hewing,

The Attorney General:
ter it justly.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I think both the
amendments are unreasonable, but I do not
see why we should not medify the Council’s
amendment, if we so desire. Inmy opinion, the
forest which has had one tree cut out of it
cannot be considered to have been cut over.
There iz a lot of timber in the State which
has not been marketed as it should have been.

Hon, P. Collier: You ringbarked a lot of
fine trees.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I have never ring-
barked any jarrah or karri forest, The At-
torney General said that 1 had destroyed a
great deal of jarrah timber but he corrected
the mistake afterwards. There ought to be
gsome safeguard. If T had to decide between
the two amendments I sghould support that of
the Council. The existing custom has lived
for a long time and I do mot knmow that so
very much timber that coul@ be used has not
been used for milling purposes.

Houn. . E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honecrary Min-
ister): I agree with the Aftorney General in
easting ridicule on this amendment of the
Council. I would point out that a bush boss
may leave a particular part of bush and go te
higher country becavge of the wet weather.
When the season comes around he again has a
cut out of that bush, Sometimes there are
three cuts taken out of the same piece of coun-
try. I think the hewer should not be allowed
in until the cutting over has been finished.
I am of opinion that the clanse in the Bill
itsclf is better than the Council’s amendment,
When a permit is given to & man to hew, the

He has to adminis-

locality is set down on thelicense. Would
any sane Government gstend Thehind a
Conservator  who would sell a license

to a man to hew in an area in which there was
nothing for the man to make a living out of?

Mr. O’Loghlen: That has been the case at
Kirrup.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister) : Some 14 years ago at Hester, the men
gaid that the bush was cut out. As s matter
of fact after that a million sleepers were taken
off that area, and there will be cutting going
on for years to come. It is impossible to cut
out true jarrah eountry. . :

Mr. O’Loghlen: Every sleeper cutter in the
Kirrup distriet had to cease cutting and look
for other work owing to the action of the

Tanger.
Hon. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT {Honorary
Minister): We do not want the hewer to

go into cut-over bush, In days gone by
the men who held the leases put the hewers
on to virgin forest and cut out the
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country on the face. When I was a forest
ranger I pointed out how wrong this was. I
am of opinion that a board would be too cum-
bersome. It is necessary to leave it in the
bands of the Minister or the Conservator. If
men are being treated in the way stated by
the member for Forest, justice will be done if
the matter is laid before the Minister.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The power is‘in the
hands of the Conservator.

Hon. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): What Conservator would set him-
self up against the Minister?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is the object of
the Biill. He is engaged for seven years

Hon, F, E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): Then such a Conservator should
have short shrift. There is virgin forest
in the State which is only fif for hew-
ing. East of the Bridgetown line there is
country whieh will not pay any mill to start
working in, and is only fit for hewing, There
is not a considerable amount of timber on it,
but there is enough for hewing. I would al-
ways raise my voice in protest against any in-
justice to the hewer.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I suppose you .remember
the regulations which got through without
your knowledge in regard to stacking tree
tops.

Hon. P. E. 8. 'WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): What happened when these regu-
lationg proved to be futile? They were with-
drawn. So will these provisions be withdrawn
if eventually they prove to be unsuitable.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You know how hard it is
to get any regulations upset that are once
made.

Hon. P. E. 8. WILLMOTT {(Honorary
Minister) : If an injustice has been done, as
stated by the member for Forrest, I am sure
the matter will be put right.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes - . . .. 27
Noes .. .. .. .89
Majority for . .. 18
Aves,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Hudson
Mr. Broun M¢. Lefroy
Mr. Brown Mr. Maley
Mr. Collfer Mr. Mullany
Mr. Davies Mr. Nairp '
Mr. Draper Mr. Plesse
Mr. Duft Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Durack Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Foley Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Gardiner Mr, Teesdale
Mr. George Mr. Underwood
Mr. Grifiiths Mr. Willmott
Mr. Harrison Mr. Hardwlek
Mr. Hickmott {Teller.)
NoEs,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Rocke
Mr. Chessoa Mr. Trov
Mr. Lutey Mr. Willcock
Mr. Mitchell My, O'Loghlen
Mr. Pickering {Telier.)
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Question thus passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not made.

No. 8.—Clause 24.—Add at the end of the
clause the following:—‘Notwithstanding the
provisions of this section it shall, subject to
the provisions oi Section 76 of this Aet, be
lawiul for any person holding an active service
discharge from the Australian Imperial Forcea
who satisfies the Conservator that prior to the
pasving of this Act he followed the oceupation
of 8 slecper hewer in this State, to hew timber
for railway sleepers on the area of any timber
concession, lease, or permit granted before or
after the commencement of this Act, but no
suéh permit shall be granted within any vir-
gin forest.”’ For the purpose of this section
“‘yirgin forest’’ means forest from which no
timber has been drawn:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be not made.
I have already shown that the soldicr hewer
is included in the timber hewers who have the
right to eut or hew timber. The arguments T
have given on the other amendment apply to
this one. There is no desire to exclude the
soldier hewer or the other hewer.

Mr. OLoghlen: The desire
conrse it is.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Con-
servator no doubt would be glad te see all the
timber converted by the sawmill, because he is
of opinion that that is the most servicable and
economical method of conversion. But we have
the hewers, and there is some country where
hewing may be done, and the Committee may
aceept my statement that the Conservator
will honestly try, whilst conserving the in-
terssts of the State, to find work for the
hewers. In the karri areas there are many
places where it would be advisable for the
hewer to follow up. Every endeavour con-
sistent with the preservation of the timber
agget will be made to find work for the
hewer,

Question put and
amendment not made,

No.10.—Clause 24—After the words in-
serted in the Jast amendment add the féllow-
ing proviso:—Provided that no peraon ghall
be entitled to enter on the area of any eon-
eession, lease, or permit without first obtain-
ing the. consent or appreval in writing of the
owner thereof:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
same reason I move—

Thnt the amendment be not made.

Question put and passed; the Conneil’s
amendment not made.

No. 11,—Clause 29, after the word ‘‘any?”?
in linc 3 iusert ‘‘concession, permit’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and puassed; the Council’s
amendment made.

No. 12.—Clause 32, strike out Subclause 3:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I meve—

That the amendment be made.

In the previous disenssion in thia Chamber
thig provigion get in by mistake.
Question put and passed; the

amendment made,

is there, of

passed; the Council’s

Tor the

Couneil’s
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No. 13—Clavse 40, Subclause 2, strike ont
in linc 2 the wrods ‘‘or sooner determina-
tion’’;

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:

That the amendment be made.

Mr. PICKERING: If these words are
struck out it will be wecessary to provide
compensation. The intention of the amend:
ment is to give compensation when the land
is resumed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As it was,
no compensation was payable. If we strike
out the words it means that if the lease is
determined before the end of ite term, and if
ther¢ are improvements, we shall have to pay
for them.

Question put and pusscd; the
amendment made,

[Mr. Stubbs resamed the Chair.]
No. 14—Clause 41, Subelanse 2, strike out

I move—

Couneil’s

the words ‘‘ong-half’ and insert ‘‘three-
fifihs’’:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 move—

That the amendment bhe not made.

It will be remembered that in respeet of the
forcst revenue we decided that the gross re-
vonue should be divided and that one-lalf
should bo credited to Consolidated Revenue,
against which administration will stand, and
the other half credited to a speeial afforesta-
tion fond,

Question put and passed; the
amendment not made,

No. 15—Clause 41, Subelause {2},
the word “‘revenue,’”’” in line 1,
‘lnctll:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—
That the amendment he unot made,
Question put and passed; the Council’s

ameudment not made.

No. 16—Clause 41, Subelause (2), add the
following provise to this snbelawse, and
atrike out the same proviso in Subclanse 5:
““Provided that a scheme for such expendi-
ture shall be sabmitted annvally to, and shali
be subject to the appreval of, Parliament’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Wg¢ had the
proviso at the end of the clanse. The Coun-
cil consider the proviso had better be added
to Subclanse (2). I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the
amendment made,

No. 17—Claunse 41, Subelaunse (4), add at
the end ‘‘with the approval of the Minis-
ter’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There is no
abjection to this amendment, I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the
amendment made.

No. 18—Clanse 47, strike out Subelause

(3):

Counegal’s

hefore
ingert

Council's

Council’s

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This clanse

was fully debated here, and the Committoe
finally agreed that a Forestry officer calling
for assistanee should have it. By striking
ont Subelanse (3) we shall again alter the
whole elanse, T move—

That the amendment be not made.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: It has been well pointed
out by the Minister for Works that it ia un-
necessary te provide by Act of Parliament
power to feteh assistance to prevent fires from
destroying a national asset. In any part of
Australia peopie are fully prepared to give a
hand in order to put out fires, This subelavse
is really a reflection on the people of Australia,

Mr. LUTEY: The man who inserted this
subelavse does not nnderstand the Australian
character.

Question put awl negatived; the Council’s
amenilment made.

No. 19—Clause 53, add the following sub-
clause, -to stand as Subclause (2): ¢ (2.} The
minimum  pecunigry penalty for any forest
offence shall be one-twentieth of the maxi-
mum, and vo court shall have power to reduce
sueh minimum ' ’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T move—

That the amendment be made,

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment made.

No. 20—Clause 56, strike out the clause:

The ATTORNEY QENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment tnade,

No. 21—Clause 63, strike out the c¢lause:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not like
striking out this clause, which is intended to
prevent the praoetice of letting cattle siray

ahout State forests. I move—
That the amendment be not made.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not made.

No, 22—Claunse 66, strike ount the clause:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Similarly, T
think this elause should stand. I move—

That the amendment be not made.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The matter is not worth
dehating.

Question put and passed;
amendment unot made.

No. 23—Add a naw clause, to stand as Clause
75, as follows: ‘‘The area comprised within
the boundaries of the Greenbushes State For-
est, excepting any area within sueh boundaries
the subject of any timber lease or permit, is
hereby excluded from the provisions of this
Act, and shall be subjeet to the Mining Act,
1904°7;

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The point
here is that pcople who have tin mines at
Greenbushes want to have straight jarrah for
firing their engines. They have taken all the
timber off their own leases, and there is a
State forest in the neighbourhood., The ques-
tion of handing this Btate forest over to the
Mines Department is a peculiar one, beeause
the Mineg Department could not possibly exer-
cise control over it, and nobody could stop
persons from entering it and removing timber.
T do not eare particularly about the clause one
way or the other. T admit that the Conservator
ig up against the tin miners. TFor the reasons
I have indicated, T move—

That the amendment be not made.

Mr. PICKERING: In this connection the
secretary of the Greenbushes Mine Ownera’ and

the Council’s
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Mine Managers’ Association writes me as fol-
lows, unader date of the 22nd November:—

With regard to the TForests Bill
now hefore the House. Until re-
cently the mine owners here have had the
right to cut all green jarrah timber for
fuel or other mining purposes. The For-
estry Department now prohibit us from
cutting any green jarrah exvept unmarket-
able and useless trees. The dredges depend
for their existence on fue! at a remsonable
cost. Curly, unmarketable, green timber is
utterly useless for fuel. Fuel cut from green
timber is the only possible fuel for this
field. My association have been fighting
hard for the past ten months to have the
prohibition removed, but have failed to get
any satisfaction, TUnder the new Forests
Bill this prohibition would become permanent
and irrevoeable, and this would be fatal to
all the interests in Greenbushes tin mining.
My association consider the most equitable
way out would be to remove the Greenbushes
mineral area from the scope of the Bill, and
place it under the Mining Aect. My asso-
ciation therefore desire that yon will kindly
give this serious question your most careful
attention, and strive to protect the tin min.
ing induwstry of Greenbushes from being

strangled by hasty and ill-conceived legis-

lation. The dredges alone are paying £4,500

in wages per month.

Y am not a representative of the tin fields,
which however have a representative here. The
Government’s policy relative to the area has, 1
understand, been an in and out policy, one
mine being allowed to ent in the State forest
while another mine ia stopped., There is very
little timber of any value left around Green-
bushes, apart from this State forest. The
tin mining indvstry is of great value, paying
£4,500 monthly in wages, and it should receive
¢onsideration from Parliament. Therefore it
is only 2 reasonable proposition that the forest
ghould be transferred to the Mines Depart-
ment and that the tin miners should have the
full use of the timber there,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): I sapport the Council’s amendment, be-
causge, it is desirable that there should be only
one control over the timber, What is the
result of the present dual econtrol by the Minea
Department and the TForestry Department?
The hewers have been put in there fo the detri-
ment of the mining indwstry. The mine owners
formed a deputation with the result that the
hewers were put out, I was distriet ranger
there for 17 years, and we had no less than
six changes for and against the hewers in that
time. In this particnlar area the hewers should
not be permitted to enter; they should be kept
ont altogether. If the Mines Department are
given control the timber will be reserved for
mining purposes only. There will eome a day
when we will have deen mining at Greenbushes,
and then we shall require the timber. We must
not have dual control.

Hon. P. Collier: We shonld not exclude this
area from the operations of the BilL

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When Mr.
Moss and the Greenbushes Company came to
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me T founl, on refercnce to the file, that the
State Mining Engineer had said that this par-
ticular jarrah should not be used for firewood,
because it would be required for mining pur-
poses. 1 am prepared to respect the wishes of
the State Mining Engineer.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes . .. .. 18
Noes .. ‘e .. 8

Majority for .. 10

AYES,
Mr, Broun Mr. Lefroy
Mp, Collier Mr. Mullany
Mr. Draper Mr. Pilklagton
Mr. Duif ‘ Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mt. Foley Mr. Teesdale
Mr. George Mr, Troy
Mr. Griffitha Mr. Underweoed
Mr. Harrison Mr, Hordwick
Mr. Hickmott (Teller.)
Mr. Hudsen

Nors.
Mr. Chesson Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey Mr. Willmott
Mr. Muosia Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr, Nairn (Tellar.)y
Mr. Plckering

Question thus passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not made,

No. 24. Add a new clause, to stand as Clause
76, as follows:—The provisions of Section 24
of this Act in relation to the issve of hewing
permits shall have effect from the commence-
ment of this Aect wntil the thirtieth day of
June, one thousand nine hundred and tweaty-
three, and no longer: ’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment made,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message aeccordingly returned to the

Couneil.
House adjourned at 11.30 p.m. e



